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Ctnis Follett purports(vol. l, issue18)to grve an
accountof Kare Holtls most recentnovel, KapplØpet.(Pleaseobservethe spelling; the reviewer
håd both the author and the book's.title wrong).
references
Kappløperis a repulsivenovel.Frequent
to recordedilpidents servethe purposeof lendingit
an unearnedair of documentaryobiectivity. Facts
and fiction, half-truths and lies, rnixed with the
author's biased interpretafions,are employed to
Faint an ugly pjcnre of Roald Amlndsen. Chris
Follett comrnits the eror pf literally swallowing
Holt's producthook, line and sinker.Uncritically,
even gleefulty, he accepts thg wildtydistorted
imagaof Roald Amundsenwhich Holt p.resent$.
Kfue Holt's motivefor writingthisbookis easyto
comprehend.He wants to be a leveller. The very
idea of Greatnessis deplorableand unbearableto
drophim. In Holt's ideal universeof anti-heroes,
outs and losers thefe could be no plqge for aq
individual with such exceptional qualities as
Amqrxlsen.Holt had to cut Amundsendown to his
own proportioRs.Soit's understandable
- although
b5rno meqnsexcusable- that he wrote the book.
One s"eesnq rational explanation,however,fol
Follefi'q conduct.He actuallymanagesto out-Holt
Holt himself in masteringthe igrlobleArt of Sineari$g. \rykre is the motive? Why this weird diqplay
of sgch malice, ignoranceand stupidity?
Osla.
O.G. Skagestød,

Letters
Your story on the progressof women (vol. 2, issue
l) was very interesting; but it's important to point
out that thereis still a tong way to gp. Accordingto
a repon by the International kbour Office, a
working woman today often earnsonly half asmuch
as a man in ttn sameirb and, takingher homeduties
into account, sometimesworks twice as long as her
husbandeach week.
Inequitiesin pay are still the rule despitelaws
demanding equal pay for cqual work. And even
more importantare the "institutional" inequities:
Women are'often handicappedby lackof vocational
guidance:parentsaremore likely to pay for a son's
educationthan a dåughter's: and, in a time of
widespreadunemployment,women are often considereda threat.The labellingof women'sand men's
jobs is a major obstacle in achieving equality'
are
especiallyasthewagesfor women'soccupations
inevitably lower than men's.
I agree that things are improving, with the
growing awateness.Project'slike the ILO conferencreon labour equality and the United Nation's
proclamationof Year of Women can only help the
improvementto continue.
Claudene Rågni, Pøris'
News item l: MargaretThatcheradvisedhousewives in Britain to hoard tins of food as a hedge
againstrising prices.Newsltem 2: The Bangladesh
government has introduced the deåth penalty for
being found guilty of hoardingfood.
How can you choosesucha womanfor your main
srory? Surely as an internationally recognised
economistanda potentiatprime minister,shemight
well concern herself with global food problems
rather than the narrow interestsof suburbanwives'
O. Lucien, Montevideo,UruguaY'
Will you pleasetell whoevermadethe contribution
to your "Womanpower'75" story that Finlandwæ
not the first country in the world to give women the
vote. This claim to fame belongsto New Zealand'
Finland was the first only in Europe'
SeamusMørney, Wellington, New Zealand'
I want to tell you how much I enFyed your story on
architecturalheritageyear (vol. 2, issue l). As an
Americanliving in Europe,I havebecomea great
fan of old architecture.Everything from art nouveau
to medieval Flemish style - each building is a
remarkablegem. That uniquebeautyis something
that modern architecture has nol been able to
capture.It was interæting,too, to note thåt your
writer is an American becauseI have found tbat
Americans seem to appreciatethe beauty of Europeanarchilecturemorethan the Europeanswho have
grown up with it. In any case, in the age of bad
news, I was delightedto read somegood newsthe proclamationof .herilageyear.
Hward Fisch. Rotterdam'
I am alreadya subscriberto othernewsmagazines;
but yours is the most inlernational. Unlike other
rnagazines,which operate from New Delhi for
South-Eastcoverage, your correspondentis assignedto Ceylon.I wish to readreportswhich shed
more light on Ceylon'sTamil problemsandon their
agitation againstSinhalagovemmentlaws andregulation$ that make them second-classcitizens. They
havc been.agitatingnot only in Ceylon, but also in
London, and drawing suppon from all over tlre East
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and Far East. Unfortunately, British and American
news media have blacked out this news and only a
number of Westcrn intellcctuals are awareof it.
I havehad a chance.ofreadingyour report
(vol. l, issue13) entitted"Paddyfield purge". Th€
fifth paragraphstatosthat the Tamils predominantin
the north and east pans of Ceylon were the d€scendants of tea and rubber plantation workcrs, brought
by British plantersfrom TassielNadu' In fact, the
Tamils were the descendantsof warriors and merchantsfrom the south lndian kingdoms.
The Tamil and Sinhalese communitiss were
joined togetherunder British rule and, when the
British bowedout in 1948,no solutionwasprovided
for communal problemsso that, under the so'called
pårlianentarysystem'the Tamil communityhad to
åcceptSinhala rule. It is evidenl that, only since
1948. have the Tamils had to submit to I system
and,
which has deprivedthem of self-government
of adequatereprescntationto protccl their rights.
"Vijay", London.
A paper that b,rings to th€ reader's att€ntion the
Peking and Moscow infiltration in Ærica (vol. I'
issue 19-20), without mcnlioning the Washington
neo-colonialismof the so-calledfrce world, is not
worth a subscriPtion.
Frank Colognese,Turin'
Chris Follett purports(vol' l, issue 18) to give an
åccount of Kare Holt's most recent tnvel, Kappløpet. {PleeLse
observethe spelling; the revi€wer
had both the author and the book's-title wrong)'
Kappløpetis a repulsivenovel' Frequentreferences
to recordedincidentsservelh€ purpo$eof lendingit
an unearnedair of documentaryobiectivity' Fåcts
and fiction, hatf-truthsand lies, mixed wilh the
author's biased interpretations,ale employed to
painr an ugly picture of Roald Amundsen'Chris
Folletl commits the error of literally swallowing
Holt's producthook, line and sinker. Uncritically'
even gleefully, he accepts the wildly-distorted
image of Roald Amundsenwhich Holt presents'
Kåre Holt's motivefor writing this book is easyto
comprehend.He wants to be a leveller' The very
idea of Greatnessis deploråble and unbearablero
him. In Holt's ideal universeof anti-heroes,dropouts and losers there could be no place for an
individual with such exceptional qualities as
Amundsen.Holt had to cut Amundsendown to his
- although
own proportions.So it's understandable
by no meansexcusable- lhat he wrotc the book'
One seesno rational explanation,however, for
Follett's conduct.He actuallymanagesto out-Holt
Holt himself in masteringthe ignobleArt of Smearing. Where is the motive? Why this weird display
of such malice, ignoranceand stupidity?
O.G. Skagestad,Oslo.
Did you intend, in your otherwiserathertoo'friendly
Mobulu hofile {vol. I, issue 19-20)' to wreck the
economyoI Taite by giving its currencyunil a value
of 50 US cenls? As far as I know, orp Zaire
amounlsto abouttwo dollårs. This is the normal rate
al the BrusselsStock Exchange,and they still do a
lot of businesswith tlp former Congo.
FrancisDumoulin, Brussels'
We did notintend to devaluethe Zaire , but madethe
mistakeof thinking,correctly, that one dollar equals
0.5 Zaire * and writing the opposite.
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